
Among the finds within the debris heaped in the synagogue was this “Throne of Moses,”
carved of black basalt and decorated with an incised rosette on the back support and a 
four-line Aramaic inscription on the front. The Aramaic reads: “Be remembered for good 
Yudan the son of Ishmael who made this porch and its staircase. As his reward may he 
have a share with the righteous.” This chair, as a type, seems to be known in the New 
Testament as the Seat of Moses (Matthew 23:2).


